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NEWS. 



Dr. G. M. Holferty has been appointed instructor in botany in the 
high school of St. Louis, Mo. 

Dr. J. F. Garber has been appointed professor of biology in the state 
normal school at River Falls, Wis. 

Mr. H. H. York, assistant in botany at De Pauw University, has been 
appointed fellow in botany in the Ohio State University for 1903. 

Professor J. H. Schaffner, of the Ohio State University, spent the 
summer vacation continuing his special studies on the flora of Kansas. 

Dr. T. C. Frye, professor of biology ad interim in Morningside College, 
Sioux City, Iowa, has been appointed professor of botany in the University of 
Washington. 

Mr. Edmund P. Sheldon has been appointed superintendent of the 
Oregon State Forestry exhibit for the Louisiana Purchase Exhibition at St. 
Louis in 1904. 

Dr. H. C. Cowles is conducting a party from the University of Chicago, 
which is engaged in ecological work in Arizona. The party will examine the 
aspects of both desert and mountain floras. 

Dr. Augustin Gattinger, author of a flora of Tennessee and for many 
years the most active collector in the state, died in Nashville July 18, at the 
age of seventy-eight. He was a native of Munich. 

Professor Henry G. Jesup, for twenty-two years professor of botany 
in Dartmouth College, died June 15 at the age of seventy-seven. He retired 
from the active duties of his post four years ago and was made professor 
emeritus. 

At the L T niversity of Minnesota A. M. Johnson has been appointed 
scholar in botany. Miss Catherine Hillesheim has been appointed assistant 
on the Geological and Natural History Survey, -vice Otto Rosendahl who has 
entered the University of Berlin. 

In the University of Missouri E. H. Favor, assistant in botany, has been 
transferred to the department of horticulture ; Howard S. Reed, of the 
University of Michigan, and Charles Brooks, of the University of Indiana, 
have been appointed assistants in botany. 

The new tropical laboratory at Paramaribo, of which an account 
was given by Professor F. A. F. C. Went in the June number of this journal, 
will be under the direction of Dr. C. J. J. van Hall, who has been appointed 
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inspector of agriculture for the Dutch West Indies. Dr. van Hall has been 
botanist at the Phytopathological Laboratory Willie Commelin Scholten at 
Amsterdam. 

Professor W. A. Kellerman and Assistant O. E. Jennings conducted 
the botanical work of the Ohio State University Lake Laboratory at Sandusky, 
Ohio, in July and August. Twenty-five students were enrolled. During the 
latter part of August and early September Professor Kellerman made exten- 
sive collections of fungi, especially the parasitic species, on the Cheat Moun- 
tains, Randolph county, West Virginia. 

The organization of the Society for Horticultural Science recently 
proposed has been decided upon. The proposition met with a wide, enthu- 
siastic, and almost unanimously favorable reception, not only by horticultur- 
ists, but also by a considerable number of botanists and other scientists. The 
need of the society is keenly felt and the time appears ripe for inaugurating 
the new movement. An attendance of at least thirty of those interested is 
assured for the first meeting, which is to be held in connection with the 
annual meeting of the American Pomological Society at Boston. Professor 
L. H. Bailey will preside. A preliminary meeting for organization and con- 
ference will be held in the rooms of the Massachusetts Horticultural Society 
September 9. 

Mr. Cyrus G. Pringle, who last year accepted the position of keeper 
of the herbarium of the University of Vermont, started from that institution 
the first of August upon his nineteenth consecutive annual collecting journey 
to Mexico. Since his return last February he has installed his herbarium at 
the university and distributed to other herbaria over 30,000 sheets of plants, 
including his Mexican collections of 1901 and 1902, and that made last Janu- 
ary in Cuba. The Mexican collection of 1902 was an especially rich one. 
Of the 280 species collected for the first time fully one-fourth were new. He 
will this year continue his explorations of the southern Andean system of 
Mexico, taking with him one or two assistants. Dr. J. N. Rose, of the 
National Museum, plans to join him with another assistant in September. 

On account of an unexpected veto by the governor of the appropriation 
for the New York State College of Forestry, the trustees of Cornell Univer- 
sity, at which the college was located, have announced the suspension of this 
work. The action of the governor is one that cannot be justified from any 
point of view. A flourishing college had been organized at which several 
hundred students were in attendance, forestry work upon the reserve in the 
Adirondacks had been well begun, contracts had been entered into with 
important wood manufacturing companies for a supply during a term of 
years, and the whole country was looking to this college with great interest as 
a well-managed scientific undertaking. We hope that the friends of the 
college will make known the influences which have brought about this curious 
action of the governor. It would appear that the trustees of Cornell Uni- 
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versity might have minimized in some way the injurious veto. Their action 
in immediately abandoning the Forestry College seems scarcely justified by 
their public letter. 

The exploration operations of the New York Botanical Garden in the 
West Indies have been prosecuted with greater vigor in 1903 than during 
any previous season. Dr. N. L. Britton and Mrs. Britton made one expedi- 
tion to the province of Santa Clara in Cuba, accompanied by Mr. J. Shafer, 
custodian in botany of the Carnegie Museum, Pittsburg, and a second accom- 
panied by Mr. Percy Wilson, of the Garden ; Professor F. S. Earle has 
visited Cuba, Porto Rico, and Jamaica ; Dr. M. A. Howe made an extensive 
collection of marine algae along the coast of Porto Rico; and Mr. George 
V. Nash, accompanied by Mr. Harry Baker, made collections along the north- 
ern side of Hayti. Dr. D. T. MacDougal spent July in Jamaica investigating 
the facilities afforded for botanical investigations of all kinds by the labora- 
tories and plantations at Cinchona. Professor L. M. Underwood, of Columbia 
University, also made extensive collections in Cuba and Jamaica by the aid 
of funds from the Garden and the Hermann Research Fund of the Scientific 
Alliance: and Professor F. E. Lloyd, of Teachers College, Columbia Univer- 
sity, operated on a similar basis in Dominica. All of these expeditions were 
so carried out that the results accruing to the Garden consisted of living 
plants, museum and laboratory material, and herbarium specimens. Other 
collectors visiting this region also furnished material to the Garden. Mr. 
Percy Wilson made an extensive visit to Honduras to obtain herbarium and 
museum material, while Mr. L. R. Abrams, of Stanford University, is making 
an investigation of the flora of southern California by the aid of the Garden. 
Mr. R. M. Harper, a student of the Garden, has spent the summer in field 
work in Georgia. 

On September 1 Mr. R. S. Williams, who has been appointed collector 
for the Garden for the Philippines, started for Manila for the purpose of 
beginning explorations planned to extend over a series of years. 

Miss A. M. Vail, the librarian of the Garden, attended the auction sale of 
the Jordan botanical library in Paris in May, from which over seven hundred 
volumes were secured for the library. 

Dr. Arthur Hollick carried out some investigations of the Cretaceous flora 
of Long Island for the U. S. Geological Survey early in the year, and spent 
the summer on detached duty for the same bureau, making an investigation 
of the fossil flora of the Yukon district. Professor F. S. Earle made a sur- 
vey of Porto Rico in March for the U. S. Experiment Station Bureau, and 
Dr. D. T. MacDougal, as a member of the Advisory Board of the Carnegie 
Desert Laboratory participated in the surveying tour of Mexico and the 
southwest during February, which resulted in the location of that institution 
at Tucson, Ariz. 



